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denying an application when the cir-
cumstances so warrant without await-
ing the filing of memoranda in support 
of or in opposition to the application. 

(d) Time for filing. (1) Applications 
seeking authority to engage in blind 
sector operations for a period of 3 
months or longer, shall be submitted at 
least 60 days in advance of the proposed 
commencement of such operations. 
Memoranda in response to such an ap-
plication shall be submitted within 15 
days after the date of filing thereof. 

(2) Applications seeking authority to 
engage in blind sector operations for a 
period less than three months shall be 
filed at least 20 days in advance of the 
proposed commencement of such oper-
ations, and memoranda in response 
thereto within 7 days after the date of 
filing thereof: Provided, That the Board 
may consider late filed applications 
upon a showing of good cause for fail-
ure to adhere to this requirement. 

(e) General procedural requirements. 
Except as otherwise provided herein, 
the provisions of part 302, subpart A, of 
this chapter shall apply to the extent 
applicable. 

(f) Issuance of Special Authorization. A 
Special Authorization authorizing the 
carriage of blind sector traffic will be 
issued only if the Board finds that the 
proposed carriage is fully consistent 
with applicable law and this part, and 
that grant of such authority would be 
in the public interest. The application 
may be granted or denied in whole or 
in part without hearing, and a Special 
Authorization made subject to any 
conditions or limitations, to the extent 
that such action is deemed by the 
Board to be in the public interest. Spe-
cial Authorizations are not transfer-
able. 

(g) Nature of the privilege conferred. A 
Special Authorization issued pursuant 
to this section shall constitute a privi-
lege conferred upon a carrier, which 
may be enjoyed only to the extent that 
its continued exercise remains in the 
interest of the public. Accordingly, any 
Special Authorization issued pursuant 
to this section may be revoked, sus-

pended, amended or restricted without 
hearing. 

(Sec. 204(a) of the Federal Aviation Act of 
1958, as amended, 72 Stat. 743 (49 U.S.C. 1324); 
Reorganization Plan No. 3 of 1961, 75 Stat. 
837, 26 FR 5989 (49 U.S.C. 1324 (note))) 

[ER–525, 33 FR 692, Jan. 19, 1968, as amended 
by ER–910, 40 FR 23844, June 3, 1975; ER–1060, 
43 FR 34117, Aug. 3, 1978; 65 FR 6456, Feb. 9, 
2000] 

§ 216.5 Existing permits. 
‘‘Foreign aircraft permits’’ issued by 

the Board under the provisions of part 
375 of the Board’s Special Regulations, 
authorizing the combined carriage of 
blind sector traffic as defined in this 
part, shall continue in effect in accord-
ance with their terms until their expi-
ration date unless sooner terminated, 
revoked or modified by the Board. Such 
permits shall, upon the effective date 
of this part, be deemed to constitute a 
Special Authorization issued pursuant 
to § 216.4. 

§ 216.6 Existing unauthorized oper-
ations. 

Notwithstanding the provisions of 
§ 216.3, if within 30 days after the effec-
tive date of this part a carrier files an 
application for a Special Authorization 
to continue to perform existing blind 
sector operations which have been reg-
ularly performed by such carrier com-
mencing on a date prior to August 9, 
1967, such carrier may continue to en-
gage in such blind sector operations 
until final decision by the Board on 
such application: Provided, That any 
such application shall, in addition to 
the requirements of § 216.4(a), contain a 
statement that the carrier is relying 
upon this section for continuance of 
preexisting blind sector operations, and 
shall fully describe such operations in-
cluding the date inaugurated, and the 
frequency and continuity of perform-
ance. 

PART 217—REPORTING TRAFFIC 
STATISTICS BY FOREIGN AIR 
CARRIERS IN CIVILIAN SCHED-
ULED, CHARTER, AND NON-
SCHEDULED SERVICES 

Sec. 
217.1 Definitions. 
217.2 Applicability. 
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